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US OF BUNGARIAN DANUBE-SEA NAVIGATION
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During the winter, from 15 December to the end of February, service is sus-
pended along the shipping lanes which connect Budapest with the Levant. During
this period, goods for export are shipped to the Black Sea ports (Constanza,
Stalin) by rail and then transshipped. As & result, the schedules must be suffi-
ciently elastic to prevent losses arising from the seasonal reduction in the

quantity of freight shipped.

This problem would not cause any difficulty if Hungary owned eight ships.
However, it owns only four ships at present and can, therefore, satisfy shipping
requirements to a 1imited extent only.

praffic depends on four factors: the quantity of freight to be shipped;
available equipment and the skill of the crew; the speed of loading, with due
regard to the capacities and individual characteristics of harbors; and the we-
ter level of the Danube

The merchant marine should cooperate with the various forelgn £rade agencies.
This cooperation should menifest itself in proper application of freight rates,
strict observance of schedules, and proper and careful handling of freight.

Bungery's most important products are found among the goods marked for export:
gas and water tubing, agricultural machinery, plate glass, glassware, laboratory
equipment, electric and other machinery, textiles, and food products.

Imported goods include knitting yarn, various tanping materials, mineral and
industrial semifinished products, and raw materials. In 1949 - 1950, the volume
of the ships was exploited 100 percent and their weight capacity 60 percent.

This means that the ships were engaged in the transportation of valuable mixed
sargoes, rather than of heavy bulk goods. The freight cherges in this case are
calculated on the vasis of volume and not, of weight.

A high technical standard is maintained through maintenance work. Preven-
tive maintenance 1s practiced at all times. The basis for proper maintenance is
the issuance of suitable fuel, lubricating materials, spare parts, and tools.

All four ships are suitable for Danube-sea navigation, but the operation of
the Debrecen has proved to be most economical. The Five-Year Plan provides for
the construction of additional vessels, with a somewhat greater carrying capacity

. than the existing ones. The maximum draught vill remain 3.10 meters. Double
1 vottoms will be constructed in the middle of the ships, under the loading sreas.
The space between the two bottoms will serve for storage ol ballast vater or fuel.
The distance from the vottom of the ships to the highest polnt of the supersiruc-
ture will be 9.30 meters.

The new ships will have substantially higher speeds than the existing ones.
The proved three-blade, Hitzler-type steering mechanism will be retained and an
additional electric steering mechanism will be installed. Modern cabins, dining
rooms, and baths will be provided for the crew. Each ship will be equipped with
four 3-ton cranes. :

Ships and their cargoes are insured against demage by many insurance compan-
jes, There are several agencies which classify ships for the information of the
insurance companies. The Soviet Register, the French Bureai Veritas, the English

loyd's Register, and the Italian Registro Italiamo are agencies of this type.
Hungarian ships meet the requirements of ‘international treaffic and operate under
the highest classification.’

Hungarian ships are manned by qualified personnel. The Hungarian-Soviet
Navigation Company (MESZHART), aided by the Hungarian Workers' Party and the
trade unions, provides the necessary technical and ideological training, as well
as the necessary sailors. Drawing on Soviet and Polish- experience, the Hungarien
Office of Navigation is in the process of preparing new courses for officers.
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